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they could to put an end to the negotiations and begin the battle; but it was too late. The soldiers had found out that they were defending the cause of a single man and that they were expected to fight to gratify a woman's whim, and not for their country's good; so they exclaimed that, since Bothwell alone was aimed at, Both well might defend his own cause. And he, as conceited and blustering as ever, caused proclamation to be made that he stood ready to prove his innocence, sword in hand, against any person who should dare to maintain that he was guilty.
On the instant every man of noble birth in the opposite camp accepted the challenge; eventually all others gave way to those who were reputed the most valorous, and Kirkaldy of Grange, Murray of Tullibardine, and Lord Lindsay of the Byres, defied him one after another. But whether his courage failed him, or whether when the crucial moment came he found that he did not himself believe in the justice of his cause, he resorted to such extraordinary pretexts to evade the combat, that even the Queen was ashamed, and his most devoted friends began to murmur.
Thereupon Mary, in view of the alarming disposition which was manifest among their own forces, determined not to risk a battle. She sent a herald to Kirkaldy of Grange, who commanded an advanced post. As he came forward without suspicion to talk with the Queen, Bothwell, enraged at his own cowardice, ordered a soldier to fire upon him. But Mary, herself, interposed, forbidding any violence to be done him, under pain of instant death to the offender. At the same time, the report of Bothwell's rash order was spread broadcast through the army, and the mutterings thereat were so threatening that it was clear to him that his cause was lost forever.